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Each May, in conjunction with National Historic Preservation Month, the City of Ontario recognizes 

achievements in historic preservation within the community by awarding Model Colony Awards.  The 

following are highlights of the Model Colony Awards Program and award recipients.  
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Colony Award Program.  The annual program was developed to 

recognize achievements in Historic Preservation within the      

community.   
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significance as the Model Colony.   
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tional Historic Preservation Month.  There are five categories in the awards program: Restora-

tion Award, Rehabilitation Award,  John S. Armstrong Landscape Award, Award of Merit and 

George Chaffey Memorial Award.  
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Restoration Award  For achievement in the preservation of a historic resource, that is in 

keeping with the historic character of that resource and an excellent 

example of the use of architectural styles, colors, detail, materials or 

craftsmanship. 

Rehabilitation 

Award  

For achievement in the rehabilitation of the exterior of a historic 

resource. The criteria for judging is the same as the Restoration Award. 

John S. Armstrong 

Landscape Award  

For achievement in the restoration or preservation of landscaping to a 

historic resource. The type of landscaping used is reviewed to see if it is 

typical of the landscaping that would have been used with the 

particular style or time period of when the landmark was built.  The 

types and placement of plants and hardscape is also evaluated for the 

comparability of the period of significance.  

Award of Merit  For achievement in the ongoing preservation of an historic resource. 

The resource must be an excellent example of an architectural style and, 

if the continued preservation did not take place, the resource would no 

longer be considered an excellent example of an architectural style. The 

ongoing preservation efforts must be in keeping with the historic 

character of the resource and  consist of excellent examples of colors, 

details, material or craftsmanship.  

George Chaffey 

Memorial Award  
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Properties Eligible for a  

Model Colony Award   
 

Model Colony Award winners must be 

one of the following:   
 

a A Designated Historic Landmark;   
 

a A Contributing Structure or feature 

within a Designated Historic District, 

listed on the National Register of        

Historic Places; or listed on the           

California Register of Historical           

Resources.   
 

a The project must have been         

completed between January 1st and 

December 31st to be eligible for the 
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a The project must have obtained the 

proper  permits/approvals from the 

City of Ontario (if necessary). 
 

Nomination forms are submitted to the 

Planning Department then forwarded to 

the Historic Preservation Sub-Committee 

for review and recommendations. These 

recommendations are forwarded to the     

Planning Commission/Historic Preserva-

tion Commission for consideration. The 

awards are then presented by the City 

Council during a scheduled City Council 

Meeting.   

2008 AWARDS  RECEPTION   

2008 AWARD  RECIPIENTS  

2007 AWARDS  RECEPTION   
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Award of Merit 

 A Chaffey High 
School 

1245 North 
Euclid    
Avenue 

The Chaffey School District has made 
a constant effort to maintain and   
preserve the architectural integrity of 
the schoolõs circa 1930s buildings. 

Rehabilitation Award 
E Carriage House 456 West   

Carriage  
Alley 

This structure was originally a barn built in 1928. Over the years, it was 
used as a carriage house, storage facility and studio. This property is an 
excellent example of sensitive rehabilitation and adaptive reuse, which 
transformed the structure from a carriage house to a residential unit and 
studio.  

F Ontario        
Museum of  
History & Art  

225 South 
Euclid    
Avenue 

This former Ontario City Hall was built in 1937 in a Mediterranean 
Style with a u-shape plan. The 1930s-style Council Chamber was      
unaltered but in need of repair. Rehabilitation efforts preserved the 
roomõs authentic features and architectural integrity.  

B Bethel         
Congregational 
Church 

536 North 
Euclid     
Avenue 

The Bethel Congregational church is the best example of Gothic      
Architecture in the City. This church was built in 1912 and the integrity 
of the building has been consistently maintained. 

C Avenue    
Boarding 
House 

328 East   
Princeton 
Street 

The structure on this property was originally built in 1884. It functioned 
as a boarding house from 1884 until 1923, when it was relocated from 
Euclid Avenue to its current location. The historic character of this 
structure has been retained.  

D W. P. Arden 
House 

126 East 
Fourth 
Street 

This property is a fine example of  Craftsman architecture and is       
recognized for its ongoing preservation efforts.  



C 

G 

D E 

F 

John S. Armstrong Landscape Award 

G Graber Olive House 

 315 East Fourth Street 

 The C.C. Graber Co. is Ontarioõs oldest     
continuously operated business, dating to 
1894. This property is recognized for ongoing 
efforts to preserve the historic landscaping 
and for its contribution to Ontarioõs Heritage.  

George Chaffey Memorial Award 

 Model Colony History Room 

 In recognition of the Staffõs hard work in         
preserving Ontarioõs heritage.  
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Restoration Award 

A The William B. 
Hamlin House             

229 East   
Rosewood 
Court 

This property is located within the    
Rosewood Court Historic District and 
was severely damaged by fire in 2000. 
The entire kitchen and laundry/utility 
room areas were destroyed, and the rest 
of the house had major fire and water 
damage. In addition, the landscaping had 
not been maintained and was overgrown, 
hiding the front fa­ade of the house. The 
builder, J.L. Frame, bought the house 
and restored it to the  extent possible, 
including preserving the Batchelder   
fireplace. 

John S.  Armstrong Landscape Award 

B The Grace Fisher  
Nichols House 

212 East Harvard Place Over the course of three years the  
homeowners restored the home and  
created a Mediterranean style garden in 
the back yard. They preserved the look 
of the front house by removing               
inappropriate landscaping and replacing 
it with plants appropriate to the style of 
the house.  

A 



Award of Merit   

C Euclid Elementary School 
Ontario-Montclair School District 

 1120 South Euclid Avenue 

 For a 10 year period the Ontario-Montclair 
School District restored the exterior of Euclid 
Elementary. This is one of Ontarioõs few  
remaining historic schools. The restoration of 
the school has been an excellent example in 
the benefits of preserving our history and 
historic places to share with future           
generations.  

D Herbert C. Oakley House 

 1007 North Euclid Avenue 

 This residence is one of Ontarioõs oldest and 
most architecturally significant homes. The 
preservation of this historic landmark        
continues to be an example to other      
homeowners interested in preserving their 
historic homes.  
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Restoration Award 

  A The Guasti 
Mansion 

2903 Old 
Guasti 
Road 

The Mediterranean mansion was built in the 
1920õs by the Guasti Family and was part of a 
village that included a store, a church, a school 
and cottages for the vineyard workers. The 
property owners of the Guasti Mansion are  
recognized for their exterior and interior       
restoration of the mansion.  

Award of Merit      

B Dr. Jerome Titus 
House 

128 East El Morado Court This property is a fine example of  Craftsman       
architecture and is recognized for its ongoing       
preservation efforts.  

C Dr. O.S. Ensign House 304 South Laurel Avenue This Victorian home was built in 1893 by Dr. 
and Mrs. O.S. Ensign and used as both a medical 
office and their residence until 1899.  The     
current property  owners are recognized for their 
efforts in maintaining the property in keeping 
with the historic character of the landmark. 

A 




